CHRISTIANS
IN GAZA
Australian
Governments continue to
support Israeli governments
as they become more
extreme right-wing. There
are moderates on both
sides who Australia
should support.

From pre-historic times Gaza
was a major trading centre and
port for goods coming from the
East and from Egypt. Like most
of the Middle East it has had a
turbulent history but Christians,
in varying numbers reflecting
the culture which controlled this
area, have lived there from early
days of Christianity.

WATER SUPPLY AND QUALITY

HOUSING DESTROYED

Only a quarter of households receive running water
every day, during several hours only.
UN reports show that over 90% of the water
extracted from the Gaza aquifer is unsafe for human
consumption.

During the aggression, an estimated 500,000 people
– 28 per cent of the population – were internally
displaced, 108,000 people will be long-term displaced
as their homes have been rendered uninhabitable.

ISRAELI AGGRESSION
On July 7th 2014, Israel launched a largescale military operation against the Gaza Strip.
According to UN report released in 2014, the
scale of destruction, devastation and displacement
wreaked in the 51 days of conflict that ensued is
unprecedented:
• 1.7 million unprotected civilians living in Gaza (no
safe space, no bomb shelters, no alarm/warning
system, essentially no place to flee and all borders
sealed).
• nearly 30% of the population were displaced to
shelters and collective centers.
• virtually the whole population of Gaza was
exposed to conflict and affected by damage to
vital electricity and water infrastructure.

DEATHS
At least 2,133 Palestinians have been killed including:
• 500 children (187 girls and 313 boys).
• 257 women.

HOSPITALS and MEDICAL CENTRES
DESTROYED
15 out of 32 hospitals were damaged and six closed
down as a result (three remain closed).
Out of 97 primary health centers (PHC) monitored
for damage and closures, 45 reported damage and 17
were closed. Four are completely destroyed.
(The NECC Medical Centre was destroyed by Israeli
bombs on 9th January 2009. It has not been possible
to get materials to rebuild it.)

THE NECC ROLE
As an integral part of the Palestinian society, Near
East Council of Churches (NECC)/DSPR Gaza
has responded through offering health services,
psychosocial services, and provision of livelihood
resources such as food, water and hygienic kits.
NECC tries to mitigate the effect and the huge
consequences of the war.
Any kind of economic recovery in Gaza is impossible
while the blockade of Gaza remains in place. Even if it
is lifted, it will take years to repair the damage and to
recover the economy.

• 142 Palestinian families having three or more
members killed in the same incident, for a total of
739 fatalities.

Because the ultimate solution is political in nature,
advocacy and lobbying measures should be taken to
find a political resolution to the Palestinian case.

(There were 67 Israeli military and 5 civilian
deaths in this conflict.)

“The effect of JUSTICE will be PEACE, and the
result of RIGHTEOUSNESS, SECURITY AND TRUST
Forever”

INJURED
11,100 Palestinians, including 3,374 children,
2,088 women and 410 elderly were injured. Up to
1,000 of the children injured will have a permanent
disability and up to 1,500 orphaned children will
need sustained support from the child protection and
welfare sectors.
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